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Globally
with pneumonia symptoms
are NOT taken for care

In a subset of 28
countries,

with
pneumonia symptoms are
NOT taken for care

These 28 countries are
home to

, 40% of
the global total

Child pneumonia deaths in
these 28 countries

between 2010
and 2023, compared to the
global average of 35%

Visit:

www.stoppneumonia.org/

everybreathcounts

Countries where more than 50% of children with
suspected pneumonia are NOT taken for care

o N

o L8 2 O @
O O @ &S & S S ‘b Nl
0« & &oﬁ\?{\@(\s 4°\ ‘(‘\Q/‘ K \Qv‘e,’«‘ 9° Q \ o
Ca )
> 5@ § g & e? s
A\ & ?{\Q & @é@.}\o AV
Source: UNICEF, 2010-2023

There is a crisis in care seeking for children
with pneumonia symptoms, with almost 4 in 10
NOT being taken for care and no progress in
the last decade.

In a subset of 28 countries, the situation is
even worse - more than 50% of children are
not being taken for care. These countries are
home to 252,000 child pneumonia deaths,
40% of the global total according to the

Countries seeking to achieve the child survival

(SDG 3.2) must
ensure that all children with pneumonia
symptoms are taken to an appropriate health
provider.

This will also accelerate achievement of SDG
3.8, as pneumonia care seeking is an indicator
in the tracked by
the WHO and the World Bank.



https://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-compare/
https://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-compare/
https://www.who.int/data/gho/indicator-metadata-registry/imr-details/4834
https://stoppneumonia.org/every-breath-counts/
https://stoppneumonia.org/every-breath-counts/

CALL TO ACTION

Governments should:

Set an official national
target of at least 90%
pneumonia care seeking

by 2030;

Publish progress to the

target at least annually;

and

Introduce new measures
to achieve the target
including by:

1. increasing parent and
caregiver awareness of the
signs and symptoms of
pneumonia and the
importance of seeking care
quickly (within 24 hours) at
appropriate health facilities

2. introducing policies to
remove the barriers that
prevent families from seeking
timely care (e.g. financial,
distance, socio-cultural and
gender dynamics, knowledge
and low-quality healthcare
deterrents, etc.)

3. prioritizing the children
most at risk of pneumonia
death by identifying
geographic “pneumonia
hotspots” and targeting care
seeking support to them

Share:
#WorldPneumoniaDay
#EveryBreathCounts
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DEFINING PNEUMONIA CARE SEEKING

DEFINITION: % of children under five years of age with suspected
pneumonia (cough and difficult breathing not due to a problem in the
chest and a blocked nose) in the two weeks preceding the survey
taken to an appropriate” health provider.

NUMERATOR: Number of children with suspected pneumonia in the
two weeks preceding the survey taken to an appropriate* health
provider.

DENOMINATOR: Number of children with suspected pneumonia in the
two weeks preceding the survey.

DATA: Demographic Health Surveys (DHS) and Multi-indictor Cluster
Surveys (MICS) based on the mother’s perceptions of her child.

*Note the definition of “appropriate” health provider varies between
countries.
Source: UHC Global Monitoring Report 2023, WHO



https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240080379
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240080379

% CHANGE CHILD
% CHILDREN NOT NUMBER CHILD
COUNTRY TAKEN FOR CARE PNEUMONIA DEATHS Py s

CHAD 12,300 +27%

SOMALIA 7,200 +4%

CONGO 750 -39%

CAMEROON 8,600 -26%

ETHIOPIA 14,300 -38%

24,000 -33%

DRC

3,600 -47%

YEMEN

3,600 -18%

CAR 4,400 +9%

MALI 6,400 +2%

BENIN 3,600 -19%

COMOROS 150 +5%

NIGERIA 100,800 -21%

TOGO

LAO PDR 1,500 -42%

MAURITANIA 700 -29%

COTE D’IVOIRE 9,500 +2%

IRAQ 1,300 -63%

-13%

AFGHANISTAN 9,700

ERITREA 1,900 -15%

BANGLADESH 13,500 -48%

ALGERIA 800 -51%

SENEGAL 1,600 -37%

2,000 -70%

SUDAN

BURKINA FASO 6,600 -6%

500 -32%

GUINEA-BISSAU

ZIMBABWE 3,100 -6%
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8,000 -29%

ANGOLA

SUB TOTAL/

AVERAGE 252,000

GLOBAL

TOTAL/AVERAGE 610,000

| % OF GLOBAL | 4%

Sources: Care seeking data is the latest available from , and only countries with data after
2010 are included. Mortality data is from the , 2023.



https://data.unicef.org/resources/dataset/symptoms-pneumonia-careseeking/
https://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-compare/

