Fight Pneumonia.
The Global Coalition Against Child Pneumonia

Save a Child.

Every 20 seconds, a child dies from pneumonia.

Pneumonia kills more children than any other
disease. We can reduce child pneumonia deaths
by two-thirds if we scale up existing interventions
to prevent pneumonia infections, protect
children from conditions that increase the risk of
pneumonia and treat infections that do occur
with life-saving antibiotics.

Fight Pneumonia.
Save a Child.
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one: The Global Coalition Against
Child Pneumonia
The Global Coalition against Child Pneumonia (GCCP) was
established in April 2009. It seeks to bring focus on
pneumonia as a public health issue and to prevent the millions
of avoidable deaths from pneumonia that occur each year. As
a network of international government, non-governmental and
community based organizations, research and academic
institutions, foundations and individuals, the Coalition brings
much needed attention to pneumonia among donors,

policymakers, health care professionals and the general public.
GCCP members advocate for pneumonia prevention and
treatment throughout the year by developing and
disseminating resource materials, utilizing social media and
participating in public awareness activities with policymakers,
parents and the media. Today, the Coalition includes more
than 125 member organizations, an increase of more than
25% in just one year.
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Action Pour l'Humanisation de Hopitaux
Africa Fighting Malaria (AFM)
Africa Health Research Organization
Alternative Sante
American Academy of Pediatrics
American India Foundation
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
(JDC)
American Tamil Medical Association
Americares
Antibiotic Consensus Society of Uganda (ACSU)
Arab Pediatric Infectious Disease Society
Asian Alliance for Pneumomococcal Disease
Prevention (ASAP)
Astitva Welfare Society
Barcelona Centre for International Health
Research (CRESIB, Hospital Clinic -Universitat de Barcelona)
Best for Babes
Best Shot Foundation
Boston University School of Public Health Center
for International Health and Development
(CIHD)
California Immunization Coalition (CIC)
CARE
Center for Vaccine Development-Mali (CVD-Mali)
Centre National d’Appui à la lutte contre la
Maladie (CNAM)
Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
Center for Health, Education, and Development
Communication
Children’s Hospital No. 1
Chinese Society of Pediatric Pulmonology
Christian Medical College - Vellore, India
Citizen News Service (CNS)
Columbia University Mailman School of Public
Health
Croatian Center for Global Health
CSI Hospital Bangalore
Destinee Charity Foundation
The Earth Institute, Columbia University
EmergingMarketsGroup, Ltd. (EMG)
Epidemiological Laboratory (Epi-Lab)
Episcopal Relief and Development
ERCON Series
Every Child By Two (ECBT)
Fighting Infectious Diseases in Emerging
Countries (FIDEC)
La Fundacion del Centro de Estudios
Infectologicos (FUNCEI)
GAVI Alliance
GiveVaccines.org
Global Health Council
Global Health Strategies
Global Healthcare Information Network
Global Science Academy (GSA), India
Haffkine Institute, Mumbai, India

• Hasaan Foundation
• Health and Sustainable Development Association
of Nigeria (HESDAN)
• Health N Rights Education Programme (HREP)
• Hedge Funds vs. Malaria and Pneumonia
• Hong Kong Pediatric Society
• Immunization Action Coalition
• Indian Academy of Pediatrics, West Bengal
Branch
• Institute of Child Health, India
• International Pediatric Association (IPA)
• International Rescue Committee (IRC)
• International Society for Tropical Pediatrics (ITSP)
– Philippines
• International Society of Tropical Pediatrics –
Thailand Chapter
• International Union Against Tuberculosis and
Lung Disease (The Union)
• International Vaccine Access Center (IVAC)
at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health
• International Vaccine Institute
• John Snow Inc. (JSI)
• Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health
• Jordan University Hospital (JUH)
• Jordan University Medical School, Division of
Pediatric Infectious Disease
• Kageno Worldwide, Inc
• KidBitz
• Kolpin Society of Nigeria
• Laboratory for Public Health Research
Biotechnology (LAPHER Biotech)
• Living Safely
• The MacDella Cooper Foundation (MCF)
• March of Washingtons
• Measles Initiative
• Medical Teams International
• Meningitis Research Foundation
• Millennium Villages Project
• Ministry of Health, Malawi – ARI Control
Programme
• Ministry of Health – Mali
• Ministry of Health – ARI Programme, Mali
• Ministry of Public Health and Population - Yemen
• National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
(NFID)
• National Institutes of Health (NIH)
• National Media Foundation
• Nepal Paediatric Society
• netSPEAR, Kemri-Wellcome Trust
• The Nigerian School Project
• NYU School of Medicine, Department of
Medical Parasitology
• ONE
• Otunba Tunwase National Paediatric Centre
• The Paediatric Association of Nigeria
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Pakistan Help
Pan African Thoracic Society
Parents of Kids with Infectious Diseases (PKIDs)
PATH
Pediatric Association of Tanzania
Paediatric Infectious Disease Society, Nigeria
Paediatrics Association of DRC
The Pediatric Infectious Disease Society of
Thailand
The Pediatric Infectious Disease Society of the
Phillippines
Pediatric Lung Association
PGIMER School of Public Health
Pneumonia Advocacy and Working Group of
Uganda
Philippines Foundation for Vaccination (PFV)
Pneumococcal Awareness Council of Experts
(PACE)
Polk County Health Department
Population Services International (PSI)
Project HOPE
The Rollins School of Public Health (RSPH) at
Emory University
Sabin Vaccine Institute
Save the Children
SHD Team “Sustainable Health Development
Team”
Shifa International Hospital
SIFAT
Sociedad de Infectologia de Cordoba
Southern African Society of Paediatric Infectious
Diseases (SASPID)
Stop TB and HIV/AIDS – The Gambia
Taiwan Pediatric Society of Thorax
Task Force for Global Health
Thailand Chapter of International Society of
Tropical Pediatrics (TCISTP)
There Is No Limit Foundation
Tripoli Medical Center, Tripoli, Libya
Uganda Pediatric Association
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
United Nations Foundation
University of Edinburgh
University of Glasgow
University of Melbourne, Centre for International
Child Health
US Coalition for Child Survival
US Fund for UNICEF
Vaccines for Africa Initiative (VACFA)
Visiting Nurses Association of SW Florida, Inc.
Voices For Vaccines
Women for Women of Sierra Leone
Women’s Refugee Commission
World Consulting Group, Ltd.
World Vision
ZGD
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two: Why Fight Pneumonia?
Every 20 seconds, a child dies from pneumonia. More than
4,300 lives are lost every day. This loss of life is even more
tragic because nearly all of these deaths are preventable.
Safe and effective vaccines, inexpensive treatments and
preventative measures exist that can save lives. With
sufficient political will, we can provide access to vaccines,
life-saving antibiotics and other interventions, such as
reducing indoor air pollution and providing oxygen, to turn
the tide against pneumonia.

Funding is a particular challenge. More than 98% of
childhood pneumonia deaths occur in developing
countries. Yet, of the world’s poorest countries, only a
handful have been able to introduce pneumococcal
vaccines into their national vaccination program and many
struggle to improve access to appropriate treatment in
fragile health systems.
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Turning the Tide on International Policy
Awareness of the burden of child pneumonia grew in 2010
as advocates around the world called on policymakers to
provide adequate resources to fight the leading killer of
children.
World Health Assembly Resolution to Fight
Childhood Pneumonia
In May 2010, the World Health Assembly (WHA) passed a
resolution focused on the prevention and treatment of
pneumonia. The resolution calls for collective action by
policymakers, donor agencies and civil society to fight
childhood pneumonia by accelerating access and delivery of
proven pneumonia prevention and treatment interventions.
The resolution also calls for the implementation of the
Global Action Plan for the Prevention and Control of
Pneumonia (GAPP) and estimates the recommended
interventions – including vaccination against measles,

pertussis, Hib and pneumococcal disease, treatment with
antibiotics and protective measures like breastfeeding and
improvements in indoor air quality – could achieve a 67%
reduction in pneumonia deaths by 2015.
The WHA resolution was supported by many GCCP
members including the Sabin Vaccine Institute, PACE,
Global Action for Children, IVAC and others through
advocacy and the provision of technical assistance to WHA
member state representatives.
Calling on Group of Eight (G8) Leaders to Prioritize
Child and Maternal Health
At their June meeting in Muskoka, Canada, G8 leaders
announced an initiative to help accelerate progress on
achieving both Millennium Development Goals 4 and 5.
Coalition members called on policymakers to make firm
commitments to this effort and to recognize the central role
of pneumonia-fighting strategies in saving children’s lives.
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Outreach by Schools of Public Health
Dr. Michael J. Klag, Dean of Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health, was
joined by deans from 20 leading schools of
public health in signing a letter to G8 leaders
urging them to use the June summit to
address maternal and child health. The
letter outlines an effective approach to
maternal and child health, recommending
increased support for programs such as
those to end mother to child transmission
of HIV, immunize children with new and
existing vaccines against pneumonia,
diarrhea, measles and other leading killers,
provide universal access to bed nets by
2011 and train one million new health
care workers in Africa.
Coalition Letter to Leaders
On behalf of the Coalition, the GAVI
Alliance, Global Action for Children, the
Best Shot Foundation, The US Coalition
for Child Survival, Path, The Bloomberg
School of Public Health, International
Council of Nurses, Parents of Kids with
Infectious Diseases (PKIDs) and the
International Vaccine Access Center,
called on G8 leaders to make
pneumonia prevention and treatment
central to the maternal and child health
initiative. “No other interventions” the
letter states, “have the potential to
save children’s lives on this scale – 1
million per year, 10 million over a decade.”
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The Coalition urged policymakers to:
Use international fora to highlight the need for progress
on pneumonia control as an essential component of
the global effort to achieve the Millennium
Development Goals;

■

Mobilize the resources necessary to implement the
Global Action Plan for the Prevention and Control of
Pneumonia (GAPP) as endorsed by the World Health
Assembly in May 2010; and

■

Advocate for greater support for pneumonia prevention
and treatment within and across governments and in
partnership with the private sector.

The Global Coalition Against Child Pneumonia
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three: World Pneumonia Day 2010
Creating a Sustainable Worldwide Movement
In its first year, World Pneumonia Day sparked a global
phenomenon. It united a broad coalition and focused the
attention of policymakers and journalists on the world’s
biggest killer of children under 5.

In its second year, the momentum behind World
Pneumonia Day continued to grow as more parents, health
workers and policymakers lent their voices to this important
cause.
Thousands of advocates in Asia, Africa, Latin
America, Europe and the United States came together on
World Pneumonia Day to fight this disease.

Advocacy Around the World in 2010

The world map highlights (in blue) countries that held pneumonia advocacy events in the year 2010.
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Summary of Results
New voices empowered:
World Pneumonia Day empowered citizens in more than 42 countries to create numerous
events to advocate for improved pneumonia prevention and treatment programs. The
projects were as diverse as the ideas that inspired them.
A focus on digital media tools:
The exposure of World Pneumonia Day expanded dramatically in new media outlets,
including Facebook and Twitter. Outreach by coalition partners allowed World Pneumonia Day
messages to reach more than 3.5 million Twitter followers during the week before World
Pneumonia Day. Facebook pages of coalition members played a valuable role in promoting
the effort and drove significant traffic to the World Pneumonia Day website.
The World Pneumonia Day website played a
central role in highlighting the cause and served
as an important information portal through
which advocates were able to access the latest
information on the disease and share
information about activities in their countries.
The “Countdown to World Pneumonia Day,”
developed by the GAVI Alliance, tweeted
pneumonia-related messages each day to
thousands of people—many tweets were
picked up and retweeted by high profile
figures such as New York Times columnist
Nicholas Kristof, reaching thousands of
readers worldwide.
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Innovative initiatives and new partnerships:
Although it was the second annual
commemoration, 2010 marked a year of
firsts. New partnerships were at the heart of
the innovations of 2010 as the Coalition
formed alliances with winemakers, corporate
partners and even dance troupes.
The “Pneumonia’s Last Syrah” events in
New York and San Francisco inaugurated a
novel partnership between wine lovers and
global health advocates.
The Coalition was further strengthened
when Crucell, GlaxoSmithKline, Pfizer and
Vicks showed their support and became
the Coalition’s first corporate members.
And PneumoniaFighters—dancers dressed
in blue superhero costumes—took over the
streets of Washington, D.C., capturing
public attention and propelling a campaign
to deliver “PneumoniaGrams” to world
leaders, calling upon them to do more
against pneumonia.

A PneumoniaFighter loo
ks to the United States Ca

pitol for support.

Pneumonia’s Last Syrah.

Corporate Sponsors.

World Pneumonia Day 2010

11

four: Mobilizing Policymakers to
Fight Pneumonia
World Pneumonia Day empowered advocates across the
globe to implement a wide array of creative strategies to
inform and motivate policymakers and the public on the
need to take action against the urgent problem of child
pneumonia.
An estimated 98% of pneumonia deaths occur in the
developing world and advocates are fighting back—in an
effort to leave no child behind—by implementing
nationwide advocacy efforts. In Sudan, pediatricians led a
public rally, which was met by senior politicians, all the way
to Parliament. In Benin, the Pediatric Society held a televised
debate discussing prevention and treatment of pneumonia.

In Bangladesh, the Pediatric Association partnered with Save
the Children and five other organizations to arrange a media
dialogue at the National Press Club.
Advocates in 24 developing countries held more than 70
events to commemorate the second annual World
Pneumonia Day. Groups participated in a wide range of
activities including media campaigns, press conferences,
scientific meetings, meetings with healthcare providers,
briefings with government leaders, public rallies,
community outreach campaigns and other innovative
activities that drew attention to childhood pneumonia.

eumonia.
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Marches and Rallies
Advocates in a number of countries took to the streets to raise public
awareness about the problem of childhood pneumonia. These
marches mobilized doctors, nurses, educators, children, parents
and various partner organizations that work on health issues.
Zambia: The Zambian Pediatric Association
organized a public rally with hundreds of
doctors, nurses, advocates and members of the
general public. The rally included a brass band
and featured speeches from public health
leaders. Additionally, advocates organized a
parliamentary briefing with members of the SubCommittee on Health to inform them about
strategies to prevent and treat childhood
pneumonia. Advocates produced a documentary
film about the march, which was aired on
Zambian television.

raise
Zambians march to

hood
awareness for child

pneumonia.
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The Zambian Pediatric Association produced a documentary film that was aired on Zambian television that
highlighted the march commemorating World Pneumonia Day.
Mobilizing Policymakers to Fight Pneumonia

Argentina: The Center for the Study of
Infectious Diseases Foundation, directed by Dr.
Daniel Stamboulian, held a march in Buenos
Aires to declare the importance of the fight
against pneumonia. The afternoon also included
family activities such as a musical show for
children and a symbolic balloon release.
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Advocates in Sudan carry their message to Parliament on November 12, 2010.
Sudan: The Sudanese Association of Pediatrics organized a public rally where advocates, pediatricians, medical students,
and children marched from a children’s hospital to Sudan’s Parliament. At Parliament, the group was met by senior
government officials, including the president of the Health and Population Committee. The advocates also held a press
conference that was attended by 31 news outlets and circulated a declaration calling on the government to prioritize
pneumonia.
Nepal: Advocates in Nepal organized a
rally in Kathmandu, where more than
1,000 people carried banners and
handed out flyers to the public about the
need to prioritize prevention and
treatment of childhood pneumonia. The
rally was inaugurated by Nepal’s Minister
of Health, who affirmed the government’s
commitment to fighting pneumonia.
Advocates also made an official request to
the department of Health Services for the
introduction of the pneumococcal vaccine
into the national immunization plan.
Nepalese advocates held a press
conference with Save the Children and
the Safe Motherhood Network Federation,
which was covered by national TV, radio
and print news outlets.

World Pneumonia Day in Nepal.
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Art and Sports
Projects
Advocates around the world explored new ways to focus public
attention on the challenge of childhood pneumonia. Children’s
artwork was showcased in Cameroon, while in Ethiopia advocates
participated in the 10K Ethiopian Great Run to highlight the
importance of combating childhood pneumonia.
Cameroon: The Pediatric ssociation of Cameroon organized an art contest for 180 primary schools in Cameroon. Students
learned about pneumonia and then created drawings. A panel of artists and pediatricians selected five winners, whose work
will be featured in brochures that will be distributed throughout the country. The association also partnered with the
country's largest mobile phone company to send the following SMS message in French and English to more than
1 million mobile phone customers on World Pneumonia Day: "Pneumonia kills thousands of our children every year.
Vaccination can protect them against this deadly disease. Please tell your neighbors on November 12th."
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School children in Cameroon learned about how to prevent and treat pneumonia
and shared what they had learned by participating in an art contest.

Ethiopia: Members of the Ethiopian Pediatric Association participated in the 10k Ethiopian Great Run in Addis Ababa to
highlight the importance of promoting child health and preventing pneumonia. A group of costumed athletes dressed in
red shirts to show that pneumonia is the number one killer of Ethiopian Children. Ethiopian advocates also convened a
summit with the Ministry of Health to discuss the urgent need to prevent and treat pneumonia in Ethiopia.

Ethiopian advocates celebrate World Pneumonia Day by
advocating for child health in the Ethiopian Great Run.
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Media Campaigns
and
Press Conferences
Advocates in dozens of developing countries amplified their
messages about the urgent need to combat childhood pneumonia
by actively engaging local media in press conferences, tours of
public hospitals and with the recording of public service messages
on radio and television.
Uganda: The Uganda Pediatric Association hosted a press conference in Kampala with key policymakers working on
health issues; 500 helium filled balloons imprinted with the slogan “Know Pneumonia. No Pneumonia” were released
during the press conference. The association also convened a scientific conference for health workers and other child
advocates across the country during which key messages about pneumonia
prevention were discussed.
Bangladesh: The Bangladesh
Pediatric Association partnered with
Save the Children and five other
child-related organizations to hold a
"Media Dialogue" at the National
Press Club in Dhaka. Dozens of
journalists were informed about the
burden of pneumonia. Advocates in
Bangladesh also arranged seminars at
Dhaka Medical College and 10 other
colleges throughout Bangladesh. These
events aimed to inform medical
professionals and the general public
about the need to prioritize pneumonia.
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Secretary of Bangladesh Pediatric Association, Dr. Mesbah Uddin Ahmed, welcomes
participants to the World Pneumonia Day media dialogue.

Madagascar: A major one-week event was held by
Population Services International (PSI) culminating in a
press conference on childhood pneumonia attended by
major health officers, partners and donors. Key
pneumonia messages were communicated throughout
the week on radio, in TV campaigns and through mobile
video. Trained outreach workers around the country
distributed flyers at schools, inter-regional bus stations
and other public places. Through a partnership with local
cell phone operators, PSI/Madagascar hosted a quiz
contest that asked questions related to pneumonia risk,
prevention and treatment.
Malawi: Advocates working with the Ministry of Health
organized a TV and radio campaign to broadcast public
service messages about the critical importance of the
prevention and treatment of pneumonia. The advocates
also organized a tour of a district hospital for journalists
that allowed them to see first-hand the toll taken by
pneumonia on children. During the tour, the recent
delivery of 115 life-saving oxygen concentrators that
would be used to treat children with pneumonia was
highlighted. The Malawian Minister of Health and the
country director of USAID, which provided funding for
the machines, participated in a special ceremony to
commemorate the delivery of the oxygen concentrators.

The Paediatric Socie
ty of Ghana prepar
es for a press confere
nce.

Ghana: The Paediatric Society of Ghana held a press
conference in Accra where the association appealed
to the country’s development partners to include
pneumococcal vaccine on the list of vaccines
available in Ghana for the prevention of pneumonia.
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Scientific and
Medical Programs
Doctors, public health workers and other medical professionals
leveraged World Pneumonia Day to organize seminars and educational
events on strategies to prevent and treat childhood pneumonia.
Pakistan: Pediatricians in Pakistan organized a
symposium at the Children’s Hospital in Lahore
on the causes of pneumonia and the ways to
protect, prevent and treat children against the
illness. Dr. Asad Ali of Ahga Khan University
spoke about the viral causes of pneumonia and
highlighted the role of viruses in causing
pneumonia in children. Professor Sajjid Maqbool
discussed strategies for managing severe cases
of pneumonia in a home care environment.
Professor Yaqoob Kazi discussed the role of
exclusive breastfeeding and nutrition in preventing
pneumonia, and Professor Tariq Bhutta discussed
the role of pneumococcal vaccines, which are
currently being introduced in Pakistan.
Egypt: At Tanta University, Egypt the Tanta Students’
Scientific Association (TSSA) along with Tanta
Pharmaceutical Scientific Society (TPSS) and Tanta
Scientific Association Of Dental Students (TSADS)
held a World Pneumonia Day information session
led by Professor Dr. Nabeel Essawy. The program
focused on pneumonia signs, risk factors and
treatment. The medical workshop reached more
than 1,400 medical students and 100 mothers.
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Haitian medical professio
nals learn more about the
impact of pneumonia in Ha
can be done during a Wo
iti and what
rld Pneumonia Day educat
ional session hosted by ped
iatricians.

Haiti: The challenge of combating childhood pneumonia has been magnified since a devastating earthquake racked the
country in January 2010. Haitian advocates marked World Pneumonia Day by calling more attention to pneumonia
prevention in light of the earthquake. Even before the earthquake struck, 1 in 13 Haitian children did not reach the age
of 5. Almost half did not go to school. The earthquake left hundreds of thousands of children and their families without
the most basic necessities: food, water, sanitation, shelter, medical care and livelihoods.
Pediatricians in Haiti convened educational sessions for medical students and doctors that addressed the impact of
childhood pneumonia, the clinical signs of pneumonia, disease management strategies and steps the government could
take to reduce the burden of pneumonia.
The Democratic Republic of Congo: L’Association de Sante Familiale (ASF), a PSI affiliate, officially launched the
Pneumonia Case Management component of its Community Case Management Impact Project. Local health and
administrative authorities attended a ceremony during which the leadership of health facilities and community health
workers were briefed on the active detection and management of pneumonia. The event, promoted on banners
throughout the area, received media coverage and key pneumonia messages were featured on the radio.
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Spotlight: Nigeria
Nigeria is a demographic, economic and political powerhouse
in Africa. However, it bears a high burden of child mortality and
of pneumonia deaths. Nigeria is second only to India in
number of child pneumonia deaths worldwide. Every year,
more than 177, 000 Nigerian children die from pneumonia.
Progress in reducing child deaths from pneumonia in Nigeria
will have huge impact in Africa. Nigerian advocates conducted
more than 30 different activities across several Nigerian states
in celebration of World Pneumonia Day 2010.
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Athletic Competitions:
The Pediatric Association of Nigeria organized an athletic competition at the Victoria Garden playground for 200
children from nursery and primary schools including Canterbury, Chrisland and Kiddies Quest School. Students were
taught about pneumonia and the need to take measures to prevent and treat childhood pneumonia.

Left: Participant at the Pediatric Association of Nigeria athletic event.
Center: Representatives were given trophies to take back to their schools at the athletic competition convened by the Pediatric
Association of Nigeria on World Pneumonia Day. Chrisland school won first place followed by Kiddies Quest.
Right: The Commissioner of Health for Lagos State was represented by Dr. Abieyuwa Emopkae, Medical Director at the
Massey Street Children’s Hospital Lagos, the busiest children’s hospital in Lagos, while the Chairman of the occasion was
Dr. Tutu Sere-Arije, a director at The General Hospital, Lagos.
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Spotlight: Nigeria
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Prominent women leaders across Nigeria have taken
action to promote immunization to defeat the world’s biggest child killer—pneumonia. The First
Lady of Bayelsa State, Mrs. Alanyingi Sylva continues to fight against ignorance about pneumonia from the bottom-up. Although
Bayelsa is a major oil producing state, it is also the least developed, and has some of the most isolated and hard to reach
populations in Nigeria. She is standing up against this juxtaposition of oil wealth on the poverty ravaging the masses, by traveling
to far riverside communities in the creeks of the Niger Delta
to deliver her message of pneumonia prevention to
women, traditional birth attendants and community leaders.
To the women she meets, she explains messages and
offers advice in understandable terms such as opening the
windows to ventilate homes and reduce indoor pollution
from firewood cooking stoves.
This high level political commitment to pneumonia control
was again reinforced by an announcement by the
Minister of Health, less than one month after WPD 2010
declaring the Government of Nigeria’s commitment to
prioritize childhood pneumonia and introduce vaccines
against Haemophilus Influenzae type b (Hib) vaccine
into the routine immunization schedule in 2011.
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Similarly, Mrs. Obioma Liyel Imoke, the First Lady of
Cross River State in Southeastern Nigeria, through her
non-governmental organization, POWER, focused on
bringing together civil society organizations in Nigeria
to fight pneumonia. The group organized a walk of
solitude that included more than 4,000 participants.
This effort also included a day-long capacity building
workshop. In addition to her World Pneumonia Day
activities, she recently launched a Kick Out
Pneumonia campaign to educate parents across
the state about ways to fight pneumonia—reducing
exposure to smoke and fighting malnutrition. She
partnered with other first ladies across Nigeria to
encourage communities and governments to do
more to prevent and treat childhood pneumonia.

The First Lady of Ba
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Theater performance
at Crystal Hospital.

Educating the Community through Visuals: Advocates from
Crystal Specialist Hospital, Lagos worked with two high schools to
educate the community about pneumonia through visuals such
as a debate, play and a documentary. Distribution of
informational pamphlets, as well as a question-answer session,
where healthcare providers were onsite to engage with the
community, followed the performances.
Market Campaign Against Air Pollution from Generators: SoHealthi, an NGO in Cross Rivers State, led by Mrs. Rosemary
Archibong, conducted an innovative campaign addressing generators in the market as a constant source of air pollution
in confined spaces. This campaign went to the core of one of the environmental risk factors (indoor air pollution from
smoke) that many Nigerians face, because most rely on generators for their power supply. Advocates aimed to begin a
dialogue with market leaders to find alternative solutions for power generation that pose less risk to respiratory health,
such as sharing one large generator and locating it away from the market, or finding alternative power sources such as
solar powered generators. Through this program, advocates also raised awareness about pneumonia, and available
prevention measures such as pneumococcal and Hib vaccines.

Left: A blue-suited advocate campaigned in the market in Calabar, Nigeria.
Middle: A local NGO explaining the risks that generators can cause,
and alternative solutions for power.
Right: High school students in Lagos participate in a dance performance
while judges decide the winner of the vaccine debate.
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Spotlight: India
India is the second most populous country
in the world, with more than 27 million
children born each year. Pneumonia is the
leading cause of death in children under
five years of age, and India has the highest
number of child pneumonia deaths in the
world. In 2005, approximately 537,000
Indian children under the age of five died
of pneumonia, accounting for 23% of
deaths in that age group. The majority of
these deaths (64%) occurred in four states:
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh. Hundreds of thousands of
Indian children could be saved each year
through risk reduction, improved access to
treatment and widespread use of pneumococcal vaccine, yet less
than a quarter of Indian children with pneumonia are treated with
appropriate antibiotics. Minimal immunization coverage and low
breastfeeding rates in India also highlight a need for greater
awareness and focus in these communities on this preventable
and treatable disease.
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World Pneumonia Day Contest Winner: Best Narrative, Jharkhand, India
A boy suffering from pneumonia shivers underneath a blanket while his parents work on a farm in Jharkhand, India.
© 2008 Somenath Mukhopadhyay, Courtesy of Photoshare
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Public Rally in Kolkata: The Institute of Child Health in Kolkata
organized a public rally attended by more than 200 people, including journalists,
doctors, public health advocates, parents and children. The rally focused attention on preventing pneumonia in children.
Outreach to Vulnerable Groups: Advocates from Christian Medical College in Vellore organized continuing medical
education workshops on pneumonia for nurses in the tribal areas where access to medical care is very low. Beyond
medical workshops, education through visuals was implemented when more than 200 children attended a play about
pneumonia that was developed based on a script written by a senior health educator. Advocates worked with children
to stage the play that featured messages about child pneumonia and held a series of public community meetings to
discuss ways to prevent and treat pneumonia. Members of the media were invited.

Left: Advocates rally in India to focus attention on the challenge of preventing and treating childhood pneumonia.
Right: A team of volunteers from the village worked together to perform street plays to disseminate the message of
childhood pneumonia. These plays took place from the months of February through August in five communities.
Top: School children at Jamunamarathur, the largest village in Jawadi Hills, were selected for a mass education campaign
on World Pneumonia Day. Between 800-900 students in 6th-12th grade learned about pneumonia through
interactive sessions with charts and handbills.
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Spotlight: India
Pneumonia Prevention Drive in Rural
Villages: Save the Children India conducted
a pneumonia prevention drive in rural
villages in Bihar State. Advocates attended
40 meetings and met with a total of 8,000
participants to raise awareness about
childhood pneumonia.
“Blow Away Pneumonia” Advocacy
Campaign: The Indian Academy of
Pediatrics “Blow Away Pneumonia”
campaign included professional seminars,
community meetings, a poster campaign
and other events to raise awareness
about pneumonia as the biggest killer of
children in India. More than 40 branches
of the Academy distributed information to
local newspapers and participated in TV
and radio interviews.

Advocates from the
Christian Medical
College, Vellore hired
with loudspeakers
two auto-rickshaw
to travel around vil
s
lages broadcasting
messages
about pneumonia pr
evention.

Postcards for Change: Save the Children
started a postcard campaign, to send
20,000 postcards from various parts of
Rajastahn to the Prime Minister's office
to demand the government budget
should increase for the health sector
from 1% to 3%.
Children's Fingerprint Art: Save the
Children organized an awareness
marathon on World Pneumonia Day in
the city of Jaipur that started at Amar
Jyoti and finished at the Statue Circle.
After the marathon, participants
gathered and showed their support of
children’s rights by including their
fingerprints onto the children's artwork.

Fingerprints in supp
ort
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of children’s rights.

five: Increasing Awareness Globally
World Pneumonia Day provided an opportunity for advocates
to increase public awareness in key donor countries that
provide funding for pneumonia prevention and treatment.
Pneumonia advocates organized high visibility activities in the
United States, Switzerland, the United Kingdom and others in
order to reach public officials with a message of public
support for interventions to combat pneumonia.

in blue superhero-style costumes, were unveiled as the
official global mascots of World Pneumonia Day. Following
a press briefing, the PneumoniaFighters appeared at
strategic locations around Washington, DC, handing out
“PneumoniaGrams.” The postcard-sized PneumoniaGrams
were addressed to the President of the United States and
asked for leadership in the fight against pneumonia.

Innovative Activism in G20 Nations

Health advocates were also on hand with the PneumoniaFighters to provide further information to the public.

United States
PneumoniaFighters
On November 12, a team of “PneumoniaFighters,” dressed

PneumoniaFighters spent the
day raising awareness about
pneumonia in Washington, DC.

“We don’t have to lose this fight. Become a
PneumoniaFighter and help save a child’s life today.”
—Kevin McKidd, Star of the television drama Grey’s Anatomy, and World Pneumonia Day spokesperson
29

Increasing Awareness Globally

An Innovative New Partnership: Pneumonia’s Last Syrah
The International Vaccine Access Center (IVAC) and the GAVI Campaign partnered with the Rhone Rangers, an organization
dedicated to the promotion of Rhone varietal wines, to host twin events in New York and San Francisco, raising awareness
of pneumonia.
At the events, speakers discussed the need to expand efforts to prevent and treat childhood pneumonia. Representatives
from more than 15 wineries were present at each event pouring wine, and the Rhone Rangers pledged that for each case
of Syrah sold during the month of November, members would donate $10 to the GAVI Campaign to purchase pneumonia
vaccines.

Left: Thomas R. Frieden, MD, MPH, Director, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Administrator,
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry.
Right: (Left to Right) Robert Haas, Founder and Managing Partner, Tablas Creek Vineyard; Eric Asimov, chief wine critic of
The New York Times; Orin S. Levine, Ph.D., Executive Director of International Vaccine Access Center (IVAC); Dirk Sellers,
Executive Director, The GAVI Campaign; David Rubenstein, Executive Director, Best Shot Foundation.
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The Pneumonia’s Last Syrah events in New York and San Francisco attracted a great deal of media attention leading up to
World Pneumonia Day up to World Pneumonia Day. The events also allowed World Pneumonia Day to break out of health
and media coverage, and resulted in a number of stories by prominent food and wine writers and bloggers, including The
New York Times wine critic Eric Asimov. The events reached more than 974,000 people via Twitter, after they were covered
by Liz Ditz, the author of an influential parenting blog, HipHop PR Wire, and others.
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Roundtable Discussion
GCCP members convened a roundtable discussion at Kaiser
Family Foundation moderated by journalist and Save the Children
Trustee, Cokie Roberts. Panelists included Dr. Ezekiel Emanuel, a
health advisor to President Barak Obama, Dr. Orin Levine of
International Vaccine Access Center, Dr. Salim Sadruddin of Save
the Children and vaccine advocate Shannon Duffy Peterson. The
discussion, which was webcast live, focused on ways advocates
can engage policymakers in the fight against pneumonia.

Local Activism
Local shops in Washington, DC also joined the effort to raise
awareness of childhood pneumonia. Georgetown Cupcake
donated vanilla cupcakes with blue frosting to the World
Pneumonia Day event at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health. They also sold blue cupcakes in their store on
November 12, donating the proceeds to pneumonia
prevention causes.

Panelists participat
e in a panel discus
sion on World Pneu
Day at the Kaiser
monia
Family Foundation,
in Washington, DC
.

Story by Jessica Alderman with Illustrations by David Alderman

Specially made blue cupcakes from Georgetown Cupcake were served at events
across the Washington, DC area commemorating World Pneumonia Day.

Pneumonia Coloring Book
Students also became engaged in activities to raise awareness of childhood pneumonia. The JB Grant International Health
Society and the International Vaccine Access Center (IVAC) at the Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public
Health co-sponsored a contest for students to design an educational coloring book about pneumonia.
The winning book, by Jessica and David Alderman, will be used to educate children and their families around the world about
pneumonia prevention.
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Switzerland
In Geneva, advocates held a press conference including representatives from WHO, UNICEF and GAVI Alliance, to celebrate
the first anniversary of the Global Action Plan for the Prevention and Control of Pneumonia (GAPP) and to raise awareness
of childhood pneumonia and the need for continued robust funding commitments to support preventive and control
measures. Later in the week, the GAVI Alliance turned thousands of heads when Geneva’s iconic 140-meter fountain, the
Jet d’Eau, shined blue in recognition of World Pneumonia Day.

The Geneva-based GAVI
Alliance, a founding memb
er of
the Coalition, invited par
tners and friends to join
for
a
photo in front of the Jet d’
Eau.

“When you ask people to name the number one killer of
children, hardly anyone fingers the culprit accurately. It’s
time to raise awareness of this killer so we can beat it.”
—Cokie Roberts, US political commentator and Save the Children trustee
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United Kingdom
In London, the All Party Parliamentary Group for Global Action against Childhood Pneumonia (APPG) held a roundtable
briefing at the House of Lords on November 16, 2010.
Building on the successful inaugural event
last year, the APPG invited Stephen O’Brien
MP, Under Secretary of State for
International Development; Helen Evans,
Acting CEO of GAVI; Dr. Kate O’Brien,
Associate Professor at the Johns Hopkins
University and Deputy Director of the
International Vaccine Access Center; and
His Excellency Edward Turay, High
Commissioner of Sierra Leone, to speak
at the event.
Key stakeholders, including government
representatives, parliamentarians, high
commissioners and ambassadors, and
representatives from leading NGOs
discussed the global burden of
pneumonia and what steps can be
taken to combat childhood pneumonia.

Left to Right: Mr. Ed
ward Turay, UK Hi
gh Commissioner for
Kate O’Brien, Depu
Sierra Leone;
ty Director, Interna
tional Vaccine Acce
Helen Evans, inter
ss Center; and
im Chief Executive
Officer of the GAVI
Alliance.

“This is a terrible injustice for 1.5 million
children every year, the vast majority of whom
were born and live in a developing country,
who are dying from a disease that is largely
preventable and treatable.”
—Helen Evans, interim Chief Executive Officer of the GAVI Alliance
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South Korea
In 2010, the International Vaccine Institute (IVI)
organized the first World Pneumonia Day
celebration in South Korea. The activities were
in the central commerical area of Seou, Myeong
Dong and began with a photo session with
Korean children, well-known Miss Korea contest
winners from three previous years and Mr. Byun
Ho Shin, a Director of the Welfare and Health
Department of the Seoul Metropolitan
Government. Activities continued throughout
the afternoon with educational programs that
allowed visitors to learn more about
pneumonia through interactive games and the
distrbution of leaflets containing educational
messages about pneumonia.

Children “knocking out pne
umonia.”
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Expanding the Global Conversation
Highlighting New Data
On the eve of World Pneumonia Day, researchers at the International Vaccine Access Center (IVAC) issued the first-ever
“Pneumonia Report Card” highlighted at a GAVI Alliance-led press conference in Geneva, Switzerland earlier in the week.
The Report Card focused on 15 countries—Afghanistan, Angola, Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, China, Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Tanzania and Uganda—that together account for nearly
three-quarters of all pneumonia deaths.
The Report Card provided a total score for each country by evaluating data on seven key interventions identified by
WHO/UNICEF’s Global Action Plan for the Prevention and Control of Pneumonia (GAPP): prevention measures, including
the use of measles, pertussis, pneumococcal and Hib vaccines; protection measures, including exclusive breastfeeding
during the first six months of life; and treatment with antibiotics. The Report Card made major headlines in a number of
developing countries and helped build political will to fight pneumonia in the countries most affected.

KEY FINDINGS
• More than 1.16 million child pneumonia deaths occurred in just 15 countries in 2008, according to WHO
figures. These 15 countries account for nearly three-quarters of all child pneumonia deaths worldwide.
•

Children in the top 15 countries are at a high risk of pneumonia and are anywhere from 17 to 400 times
more likely to die of pneumonia than a child living in the United States.

•

Substantial improvements in pneumonia control and prevention are urgently needed in every one of the
15 countries. The current levels for nearly all interventions in these countries are far below the 90 percent
target levels outlined in the GAPP.

•

Substantial variations can be seen across countries and interventions. Vaccine data show that for vaccines
that are routinely used, such as measles and pertussis, coverage is generally between 60-90 percent,
lending promise to the expectation that coverage can rapidly rise to these levels for the Hib and
pneumococcal conjugate vaccines against pneumonia, which have not yet been introduced in all countries.

•

Generally, coverage levels for other interventions – including children with pneumonia treated with
antibiotics and taken to health providers, and exclusive breastfeeding – tended to be lower than coverage
with immunizations and thus, renewed efforts to raise these levels are urgently needed. Gains in these
areas are likely to be strongly associated with efforts to strengthen health systems overall and to integrate
the delivery of health services.

•

Many of the top 15 countries are expected to introduce new pneumonia vaccines, have planned for the
expansion of community-based case management and have ambitious plans for strengthening health
systems. Assuring that these plans are implemented will require funding and continued public attention
to pneumonia, which will help contribute to a substantial decline in childhood pneumonia deaths.
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Global Pneumonia Disease Burden Among Children Under Age Five
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“For the first time ever, we have a report tracking
global progress against pneumonia, the leading
killer of children worldwide. I’m optimistic that the
report will help focus efforts on improving
coverage and saving millions of lives.”
—Dr. Orin Levine, Executive Director of International Vaccine Access Center (IVAC)
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
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Media Success
Advocates around the world used the media to amplify their message and reach a global audience. In total, news outlets
across the world published more than 267 unique print, radio, and online stories in 28 countries.
Coverage of World Pneumonia Day also continued to increase in the developing world. In fact, for the first time, the
majority of the coverage—53%—was in developing countries, while 47% of the coverage was in Europe and North America.

38

The Global Coalition Against Child Pneumonia

World Pneumonia Day Media Coverage by Continent

Oceania
Europe

0.4%

South
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Asia
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World Pneumonia Day Media Coverage by Outlet Type
TV
Journal Radio 0.6%
1.7%
1.7%

Wire

3.6%

Print

Online

18.2%

74.2%

Media coverage of World Pneumonia Day 2010 focused on national
level advocate-led events, GAVI and the role of immunization, the
Millennium Development goals, the GAPP Report and IVAC’s
Pneumonia Report card. Key organizations involved in media coverage
included Save the Children, UNICEF, the US CDC, and USAID.
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Opinion Leader Commentaries
Media coverage of World Pneumonia Day went well beyond traditional news outlets. Global health leaders — particularly
members of the Pneumococcal Awareness Council of Experts — also published articles focusing on the need for urgent
action against pneumonia in leading peer-reviewed medical and academic journals including the Pediatric Infectious
Disease Journal, Vaccine, the European Respiratory Journal and others.
Online pieces were published in the Huffington Post by Dr. Orin
Levine, Executive Director of the International Vaccine Access Center
(IVAC), former U.S. Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist, and Dr. Karl
Hoffman, president and CEO of Population Services International.
Dr. Fred Were, president of the Kenya Pediatric Association,
published an op-ed article in Kenya’s Daily Nation, and
Pneumococcal Awareness Council of Experts (PACE) Co-chairs
Ciro A. de Quadros and Orin Levine authored an op-ed for a
special edition of the Diplomatic Courier magazine, which was
distributed at the 2010 G20 Summit held in Seoul, South Korea.

hamed Turay
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hal
n
with his wife at a tow

The advocacy organization One featured a number of pneumonia
comments and blogs on their website, including features on World
Pneumonia Day activities in Washington, DC as well as a
commentary piece by Edward Turay, high commissioner for Sierra
Leone in the UK. The piece detailed Sierra Leone's progress in
their battle against pneumonia and other diseases.

“This is a problem with a proven solution.
And few causes can offer a better return on
investment. Join the World Pneumonia Day
movement and see how breathtakingly easy
it can be to save a child's life.”
40

—Dr. Bill Frist, former U.S. Senate Majority Leader
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Expanding Into Social Media
World Pneumonia Day 2010 exploded into the dynamic world of social media. Traffic about pneumonia on social media
outlets including Facebook and Twitter more than tripled from 2009 to 2010.
Twitter: Advocates tweeted nearly every hour in the days leading up to World Pneumonia Day. The GAVI Alliance partnered
with GCCP member organizations to launch a “Countdown to World Pneumonia Day,” which sent out key messages about
pneumonia each day for the 14 days preceding November 12, 2010 and many other GCCP members tweeted their own
WPD messages before, on and after the day.
Tweets from GCCP members urged readers to host their own World Pneumonia Day events, to sign the online Pledge
to Fight Pneumonia, to wear blue jeans on World Pneumonia Day, to donate money directly to the GAVI Alliance to
purchase vaccines, and to send PneumoniaGrams to public officials asking them to make the fight against pneumonia
a priority. In the week leading up to World Pneumonia Day, more than 3.5 million people were reached via Twitter with
pneumonia messages.

On November 8th the World Pneumonia Day site had 8,070 views.
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Facebook: Advocates also leveraged Facebook to build grassroots support and connect supporters around the world. The
World Pneumonia Day Facebook page has more than 2,500 members from all over the world. Other Facebook pages were
also created to raise awareness and build support for World Pneumonia Day and highlights around the day were featured
on member Facebook pages, including Save the Children (with more than 130,000 “likes") and GAVI Alliance.
Save the Children, Every One uses social media to show support for pneumonia advocacy by promoting groups to change
their profile picture on Facebook and Twitter.
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World Pneumonia Day
Website
On behalf of the Global Coalition against
Child Pneumonia, IVAC launched a
redesigned website in October 2010 that
provided a focal point for advocates
around the world to obtain accurate
information about pneumonia, share
advocacy strategies, and keep track of
activities taking place all over the world.
One key component of the redesigned
website was the “Take Action” section, which promoted ways visitors and
advocates could get involved, including wearing blue jeans on November 12, sending PneumoniaGrams to policymakers,
buying syrah wine, donating $10 to the GAVI Alliance, or connecting with other advocates via Facebook and Twitter.
The website also included an updated list of global headlines about pneumonia prevention and up-to-date information
about World Pneumonia Day events that were taking place across the globe.

Website’s Expanded Reach in 2010*:
■
The worldpneumoniaday.org website had more than 28,000 hits from October - December 2010, a 205% increase
over the previous year
■
Visitors to the website hailed from 158 countries
■
The average visitor spent 2 minutes, 21 seconds on the website
■
Nearly 60% of visits to the website were from first-time visitors
Quick Facts about the worldpneumoniaday.org website*:
■
Only 24% of visitors came from North America
■
84% of people visiting the website in India were visiting for the first time
■
From October - December 2010, the website received an average of 456 visits a day
■
People in Nigeria spent the most time on the website – more than 7 minutes and 30 seconds
*Source: Google Analytics
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We can save
a million children’s lives a year from pneumonia.

www.worldpneumoniaday.org
This report was produced by International Vaccine Access Center (IVAC) in May 2011 on behalf of the Global Coalition
against Child Pneumonia (GCCP) and gratefully acknowledges the contributions of advocates around the world who are
working to stop pneumonia and save millions of young lives.
©2011 International Vaccine Access Center (IVAC) at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. All rights reserved.
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