
 
Key Messages for World Pneumonia Day 

Pneumonia: A Devastating Toll  
 
Pneumonia is deadly, especially for children  

• More than 1.5 million children die from pneumonia each year. 1

• Pneumonia is the leading cause of death among children under 5 years of age worldwide.
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• One child dies from pneumonia every 20 seconds.  That’s 4,300 young lives lost every 
day.
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Most children who die of pneumonia live in developing countries 
• An estimated 98% of children who die of pneumonia live in developing countries.4

• For every 1 child that dies of pneumonia in a developed country, more than 2000 children 
die of pneumonia in developing countries.
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Pneumonia causes needless suffering and stress on families 
• Pneumonia also causes needless suffering through illness and hospitalization.   
• Each year, there are more than 150 million episodes of pneumonia in young children in 

developing countries, and more than 11 million children need hospitalization for 
pneumonia.6,7

 
 

Pneumonia contributes to the cycle of poverty 
• Pneumonia is an economic burden for families and communities.8, 9

• The financial costs of pneumonia include hospital stays and medications, transportation to 
health centers, and the caretakers’ inability to work or take care of other family members 
while they are caring for a sick child.
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• Families often must take out large loans to pay for care of their seriously ill child, which 
may further drag them into deep poverty. 

   

• These costs further contribute to the cycle of poverty for many families. 
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